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ILLUSTRATION OF PROPHECY.

Discassion Between Litch and Jones
Concrupep.
CHRIST'S KINGDOM AT HAND,

_4. In disseniing from * A. D, 1843;” as the
révealed period of Christ’s second coming and
kingdom, | maintained that ts distance was wn-
Sfuoretold by the prophets. (1) 1 argued it from
the position that there is no prophecy which < di-
recily declares the great day to be far away.”
To this, brother Litch ‘answers, that Daniel and
Paul did < virtually foretell the great day far off,
in their foretelling the rise and fall of kingdoms,
great apostacy,’”” &c. To this, it may be replied,
that my position, as above, is so purposely qual-
ified by the word * directly,” 1hdt this “virtpally
foretelling,” &c.,does not assail it. And be:
sides, it will be seen thas the Lord did not fore-
tell, either by Daniel or Paul, that the several
events of which they wrpte would require a long
time in their coming to pass. More than this,
the “ten horns,”’ and “ten kings,” foretold in
Rev. xvii. 12, which “shall receive power as
kings, one hour with the beast,” are apparently
the same  teh horns” and “ten kings,” of Dax.
vii. 20; and surely this “one hour for the
whole ““ ten’? to reigh, or * have power as kings
with the beast)’ would not explain Daniel as
foretelling by ‘these “Lkings” even *virtualiy,”
the great day “far off” )

Brother Litch’s several argaments on this
point, Grawn from prophetic days, &c., do notin
my mind, ¢ settle the question,” because of my
rejecting the principle which he holds, viz., that
those days mean literal years,

In establishing my position of the unforetold
distance of Christ's coming to judgment, it was
argned, (2,) that the Lotrd’s threatening of “woe’’
against pulling it * far away,” as an “evil day,”
Amos v1. 1, 3. Matt. xxiv. 48, was inconsistent
with his declaring it far away Himself My
brother answers this by a mere declaration, that
the “evil day,” here, * has nothing- to do with
the judgment,” &ec. Since we then differ soin
the ‘interpretation of this “evil day,” my argu-
ment from ii, is nothing to kém, and his is noth-
ing to me. He thinks also that the “woe™ was
not threatened in Christ’s day, against saying,
“ My Lord delayeth his eoming,” as it is now,
since the signs of its being at hand, are so far
accomplished. But why not? They must not
know, even then, bt all would be suddenly
done; as all things were possible with God.
And thus spoke the apostle Paul—* Then we
which are alive and Temain [unto the coming of
the Liord] shall be-caught up,” &c. 1 Thess. iv.
15, 17, as thopgh, for aught be knew, he might
be alive on the earth at His final coming.

In sustaining my position of the unforetold
distance of the judgment at hand; it was argued
(3,) That the wisdom and benevolence of God
seem naturally to forbid his revealing it to mor-
tals, In brother Litch’s answer to this, which

appears to me not to the point, he “affirms that
“the time of the end. came A.-D. 1798," and
that it will extend 10 the “ end iself.” Does he
mean here, that - the féme of the end” 1z wnof
“the end itsell2” Ifso, and if the sald © time”
might come A. D. 1798, so leng before “the
end itsell;  why might it not-as well have come
at Christ’s incarnation, thence *“ 1o extend to the
end itself2”  And surely, there is more Serip-
ture for the latter than the former, for Christ
himself then said—THE TIME 1S FULFILLED [OT
come| and the kingdom of héuven is at hand.”—
Mark i. 15, while there is no Sc#ipture testimo-
oy of its being fuifilled, or come, A. DU 1798,

Turther,.to sustain my position as above, (4.)
I quoted a lavge number of passages from the
Bible, expressly declaring  the great day of the
Lord,” &c. to'be “negr,near,” hasting “greatly,”
“migh at hand” &c. Brother Litch’s principal
argument against this proof, is, that “ God calls
things which are nof as though they were.” 1
readily admit with him that ** the signs” to pre-
cede the great day were usually foretold in the
connection ; but signs and a]l might have been
soon fulfilled, for aught men could know, even
when the prophecies were given, And is it not
presumption in-the extreme, to suppose that God
would so many-times make the rousing declara-
tion, that “the great qnd fterrible day of the
Lord,” was “nigh at hand,” hasting grﬁzﬁy §ee.
and mean 1o have it understood, a: the same
time, that 1o the men then living it was off ‘2000
or 3000 years ?

My concluding argument, that the distance of
the judgment was uwnforetold, was, (§,) from re-
Peuted passages of Scripiore, then quoted, which
positively declare; in language foo plain to be
misunderstood, that the precise * houor,” “ day,”
and “time” of its coming is sealed vp—unknown
to angels—in the Father’s own power, &c. In
my brother’s reply to this "argument, he says
several good things which seem-to me not a1 va-
riance with my position of the distance of the
judgment unforetold, and nothing, 10 my under-
standing, todo away this kind of proof.

On now leaving the question to the decision
of the reader, whether -* A, D). 1843, is, or is
not, the revealed time of Christ’s coming to
judgment, I could wish'it generally -understood
that brother Liteh and myseif have not been con-
troverting the point for the sake of the mastery,
but for the sake of a mutual, more full, and
necessary investigation“of the “whole subject;
and that, if possible, others may be stirred up
and assisted in'the faithful study of the Sarip-
tures, to find out {or shemselves what the Bible
most fully teaches corcerning the momentous
realities of the speedy coming of Christ and the
resurrection, though heretofore guite generally
overlooked, misconstrued, or put far away.

_Thus far our readers liave only seen wherein
we differ on the general subject of Christ’s ex-
pectéd seon coming, while yet we supposed our-
selves agreed, in perhaps every point concerning
it, except in his.one argument for it, which fixes

its precise time at “ A. D. 1843.” Then, shall
not we and others who are unitedly looking “for
the appearing of the Great God and our Savier
Jesus Christ,” as being now, in al] respects, ver-
ily “at hand;” hereafter dwell rather on those
much neglected and misunderstood points con-
cering it, in which we are all agréed ; that ve
may strengthen each other’s hands in the worl
of declaring it, that we may more successfully
arcuse our hearers and readers deeply to consid-
ed the whole subject, and to prepare immediate-
Iy to meet their * Judge,"” who now “*stendeih
before the door?” HENRY JONES,

New York, July, 1810 )

REPLY TO THE ABOVE.

. M. Editor: As Br. Jones has given the pub-
lic his closing articlg in the discussipn between
him and myself, I also wish to make a few re-
marks, and will then submit the question. I
shall not, however, de more than simply to
rake a few corrections, where, Br. J. has misap-
prehended me; and present some general re-
marks on the points of difference between ‘us.

1. Br. J. says, “ And though my brother
considers the anointing of Christ te signify his
being endowed with the Holy Ghost, &c. at his
incarnation, rather thau his being finally crown-
ef king in the presence 6 the whole uriverse;
at his second caming,” &e.

Here my brothecrisapprehends we. § do
ot think the anoiniing spoleen of, was the “en-
dowing of Christ with-the Holy Ghost at his
incarnation.”” My position was, that it, was
“the Holy of Holies, ** Heaven itsel{,” which
the Holy of Holies in the tabernacle was a
type, which was consecrated [mnointed] for us
by the sacrifice of Christjand his appearing there
with his own blood for us.

2. He misapprehends me again, as follows :
speaking of the chronological computation, he
says, * Brother Litch, in his answer, makes up
this deficiency into two mouths by adding to my
chronological table 64 vears and 7_months of
farther time s, thus estimating the duvration of
the captivity at.134 years and 7 months at least,
instead of VO gears, as the Beriptores affirm,”
&ec. .

But I distigetly stated that I did * rot admit
that the 70 weeks and 230¢ days began at the
end of the 70 years captivity.”

It was notmy object, in that counectian, to

prove when the Y0 years began or ended: but
simply to show that-4004 years elapsed before
Christ; and that 1843 afier Christ will give us
the requsite 5847 years. Were I endeavoring
1o seitle that point, I should neither admit that
the captivity began A M. 44121, nor that it
ended B. C. 457. That point s entirely dis-
tinet, according to ‘my ‘upprehension, from the
one inquestion.
+ Whether I accomplished that object, viz. to
show that A. 1. 18438 will bring us to the 5847th
year of the world, I must leave for the reader to
decide. .

Br. Jones, also, rejects the testimony of pro-
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fane authors in elucidating Seripture prophesy.
And hence my argument 10 prove the falfillment
of the time, times and a balf, and 42 months, s
with him of noe weight. But he has not at-
tempted 1o show, that admitting the testinony
of the authors quoted to be correct, the argument
is not irrefutable.

He feels himself bound to reject all mere hu-
man testimony ; I feel myself obliged to avail
myself of this help, in illustratiug the fulfillment
of Seripture prophecy. With these corrections
and remarks, 1 submit the subject.

And while we differ on the points which have
been discussed, it is matter of gratiinde to us
both, that on other points connecied with the
subject we are fellow laborers in the husbandry
of God.

The numbers in course of publication in the
Watghman, from the pen of Br.J. “On the
return of the Jews,” are worthy the atteniive pe-
rusal of all lovers of the Bible and of the glori-
ous appearing of Jesus Christ. J. Liven.

Millenniel Grove, Aug. 1840

THE RESTORATION OF ISRAEL.

Br. Himes,—The five articles which I here
present for your paper, have just been published
in the “ Olive Leaf)”” issued simultanconsly at
New York, Providence and Boston. There are
five more of the seties, now in the hands of the
Hditor of that paper, unpublished, declined, and
at my ¢ disposal,” because, as he says, “they
are not well received by” his “ readers,”” and be-
cause on being called by a correspondent to re-
examine certain things in them, he finds them
“highly objectionable in principle.’” What
those objectionable principles are, the Editor has
not stated.- Let every reader search and see.
Bure there cun be nothing dangerous “in prin-
ciple,” in the common sense and Scripture facts
therein conlained, nor in the many anthentic
facts concerning the present condition, hopes and
prospects of the Jews; which probably will
meet with many similar obstructions in coming
hefore the public. The remaining articles you
may expect in due season.

My prime object, in those #rticles, so far as
known to myself, is the glory of God, in the sal-
vation of souls, by means of the gospel of the
kingdom at hand, faithfully and clearly presented.
[ am well aware that the position I have taken
o the restoration of Israel, will conflict with the
long settled and almoest unguestioned apinion of
those who ook for a literal Jewish return. But
as I have attemnpted, in the spirit of meekness, to
bring forward things of importance, both new
and old, on the subject, it is hoped, that those es-
pecially, who look for the kingdom at haad, will
carefully examine the articles with kind feelings,
and admit their conclusiveness, or satisfy thetn-
selves that they are illogical and inconclusive,

Yours, H. JONES.
CHRIST’S KINGDOM AT ITAND.

WITHOUT THE PREVIOUS RETURN OF THE JEWS.
NUMBER 1.

Mr. Epniror,—There is one fact in velation to
the Jews which is wonthy of consideration, and
with which it is supposed, that many are famil-
iar, which is, that there iz a very great change in
the action, if not in the sentimeats of the Church
as a body, on the subject, within the recollection
of many of us now living. Some forty years ago
and more, the doctrine of the return of the Jews
was so prevalent, that at least one petition was
brought into almost every prayer of the congre-
gation and the family, that Ged would * gather

in the Jews, together with the fulness of the
Gentiles.” But now, for a considerable time, it
is believed that there are comparauvely few,
who bring the supposed prophecy of the Jews'
retrn at all, into their public or social prayers.

I am aware of standing on holy ground, while
I maintain the doctrine of Christ’s kingdom at
hand, without the previous gathering of the Jews.
The delicateness and responsibility of the under-
taking are greatly increased by the considera-
tion, thai during this neglect of prayer for the
Jews’ return, so little has been said by the pul-
pit or the press, to sustain the doclrine now as-
sumned ; while now, so many of our dear breth-
ren both in Europe and Anerica, including the
celebrated Frey, Wolfl, converts of Judaism,
with whom I am agreed in the expected near
coming of Christ and his kingdom, who, after
all, are sanguine in support of the doctrine of
the Jews literal and speedy return, to prepare
the way for the kingdom to comé. These breth-
ren, it must be admitted, are doing a great and
good work, in vindicating the coming of the
Lord a: hand ; so that I would not, for my life,
oppose them in it; but would rather consecrate
ail that T have and am, to help forward the same
great work, And yet, in the most successful
preaching of the kingdom of God at hand, 1
feel impelled to take ihe ground that the literal
return to Palestine of the people called the Jews,
is a doctrine not sustained by the Holy Serip-
tutes. In a candid and fair maintenance of this
ground, it is proposed :

I. To answer some of the most common argu-
ments, which are adduced in favor of the literal
return of the Jews.

11. To present’other arguments more directly
in support of the theory of their wef returning
before Christ’s coming.

L. In examining arguments adduced in favor
of the Jews® #iteral return, 1 begin,

First, With the alleged fact, that hitherto
God has {ulfilled the prophecies concerning them,
most literally in every particular, and will of
course literally M6l the prophecy of their re-
tarn. Those literally fulfilled prophesies are
said to include (1) the present scattering of the
Jews.—(2) Thelr baving become a reproack a
hissing and a byword in the earth—and (3)
their now suffering the judgment and curse of
the Almighty, for their sin in rejecting and cru-
cifying the Lord of glory.

Were it admitted that these things were dis-
tinctly foretold, and now literatly fulfilled, exclu-
sively in case of the Jews as a seperate people,
the argument from them might appear even un-
answerable, in favor of their literal retarn.  Bat
there are various reasons for my not admitting
them, as prophesies now fulfiiled. (1) It is not
admitted shat this foretold scattéring of God’s re-
bellious people “ among all nations,” is lunited
1o the Jews asa seperate people; because  God
is no respector ol persons,” among his spostate
and rebellious sabjects; and becanse they are
now promiscuouslty and alike * scatiered,” both
of the Jew and Gentile race, in nearly all the
nations of the globe, and far more literally too,
than in case of the Jews only.  And ss not the
present opostacy and rebellion of the subjects of
Christian nations, and of the Christian Church,
loo, as great jn the sight of. God, as that of the
Jews, seeing that the former “ crucify the Lord
afresh and put him to an open shame?” And
hesides, the conmexion of several of the prophe-
cies on this subject, forbids their being under-
stood of the present literal scattering of the Jews
only, A faw of them may here be given.

CR———

“ And I [the Liord] wifll scatter them among
the heathen”— and will send o sword after
them tll I have comsumed them' Jer. ix. 16,
This swording and consuming of God’s rebel-
lious subjects generally, on their being scattered,
surely must mean something more than the pres-
ent literal scattering of the Jews. Andis it not
strikingly parallel to those passages which fore-
tell that God’s * enemies” shall * be scattered,”
driven * away’ “as smoke ;” to melt™ aswaxz be-
fore the fire ;” when as ¢ the wicked,” they must
“ perisk at the presence of God,” (Psa, Ixviil. 1,
2.) being ** driven awaey in’" their * wickedness,”
{Prov. xiv. 32.) * inie everlasiing fire prepared
for the devil and his angels.” (Mat. xxv. 41.)
“« Can thy heart endure, or can thy hands be
strong in the days that I shall deal with thee?
I, the Lord, have spoken it and will do 4t. And
I will scatter thee among the heathen, and will
disperse thee in the countries, and will consume
thy filthiness out of thee,” [Ezek. xxii. 14. 15.]
This foretold scattering of God’s enemies, it
will be seen, is connected with * the days” when
he will “ deal” or “ reckon with them ;> being at
the general judgment, [Mait. xxv. 19,] when he
“ will consume™ them as < filthiness out of" his
flock ; or at « the end of the world,” he will sep-
erate them as * the tares” from the wheat to burn
them in a “ furnace of fire” [Matt, xiii., 38—
421 The connection also shows this ¢ scattering™
to take place, when the *“ eart of his enemies
* can” no longer “ endure,” nor their * hands be
strong” agginst the Lord. And must we not
consider this passage as including the events of
the final judgment, rather than the present scat-
tered state of the Jews, with their hearts stil] en-
during and their « kands strong” against Christ ?
“ Therefore it is come to pass, that as he cried
and they would not hear, so they cried and I
would not hear, saith the Lord of hosts, but I
“ scATTERED” them with a whirlwind, among all
the nations whom they knew not.”” [Zech. vil.
13, 14.] Although the Jews and all enemies
of God, may yet repent and cry to God, with the
assurance of being heard, the time is at hand,
with the coming of the Lord to judgment, when
forever sinmers may knock and “cry” at the
closed door of metcy, and he will not hear, or
will not answer their requests, but will bid them
to “ depart” as “ workers of iniquity.” Then as
Y with @ whirlwind,” he will * scaTTER” them
ameng strangers, or “ nations whom they know
not,” even among damned spivits, including * the
devil and kis angels .” These and other paral-
lel passages, foretelling the “ scattering” of God’s
encmies, are considered as fair testimony from
inspiration, against the position that the Jew’s
literal dispersion was foretold, and is now liter-
ally accomplished, against them as a distingnish-
ed, or separate class of sinners, If this manner
of meeting the position be fair and scriptural,
then the argument drawn from the scattering of
God’s enemies, proves nothing in favor of the
Jew’s literal return, or of their gathering into
Palestine. HENRY JONES.
New York, June 27th, 1840.

Bible Chronology.

Tue CuronorLogy. We have received several
communications on this subject, which we give
in the following order.

MILLER’S NEW CHRONOLOGY.

Mr. Evrror,—J am highly pleased with the
gereral plan of Br. Miller's new chronology, but




am -not quite satisfied with all his detsils. [
wish him, therefore, to explain alittle more clear-
ly some points, both for my own and other’s sat-
isfaction. 1 do not propose these questions be-
cause I doubt whether a system of chronology
can be made out, from authentic sources, which
will show 1843 to be the 6000th year of the
world :+ Lhave been satisfied of that for months :
but such a system ought to undergo the most
rigid investigation before it is adepied.

1. After allowing 600 years for Noah’ life
before the flood. Br. M. allows another for the
flood. But ought not the year of the flood to be
included in Noah’s 600 years? Gen. vii. 1L
“In the six hundreth year of Noah’s life, in the
second month and seventeenth day of the month,
the same day were all the fountains of the great
deep broken up, and the windows of heaven
were opened.” From this it appears that the
flood commenced the first part of Noah’s 600th
year, and ended soon after he was 600 years of
age. the flood was on the earth when that era
passed.

2. Br. M. allows 30 years after the death of
Moses, for the adminisiration of Joshua. What
evidence has he of this Z

3. Isthis satisfactory evidence of the correct-
ness of Usher’s chronclogy from the end of Zed-
2ldab’s reign to the birth of Christ? He makes
out 5388 years ; I cannot make out but abow 580,

4, Bro. M. allows 25 years for Jehoshaphat's
reign, and 8 years for the reign of Jehoram.
But Jehoram commenced his reign in the &th
year of Joram, king of Israel, which was in the
234 year of Jehoshaphat's reign, 2 Kings. viii. 18,
He therefore reigned but 5 years alone.

In view of the above difficulties I will give the
outlines of what I believe a more correct table,

Frow the creation to the finod, 1656 years
¢ the Flood, to the death of Terah, 427 «

# Teargh’s death, to the Exodus, 430
Sojourn in the wilderness - - 40
Administration of Joshua and the elders }

according to Josephus - - 25
Anarchy according to do. - - 18«
The judges - - - - 450 «
Samuel’s administration - - 21w
Saul, David and Solomon reigned 120
Kings of Judah to Zedekiah’s capt. 380 *
Chaldean and Medo-Persian kings } H

to the seventh year of Artaxerzes § 123
From the 7th year of Artaxerxes

which was the 4256th year of the
Julian period, to the year 1340, 2297 {

which is the 6553 year of that period ;

Add three years to 1843

Total 6000

It appears to me that this argument in favor
of the nearness of the great Sabbath, will have
its influence where no other will: for there are
faw persons who believe the Bible who will at-
tempt to put the millenium beyond the 6000th
year of the world. T invite the most rigid criti-
cism on the above outline. J. LITCH,

#] allow in this estimate oaly five years for Jehoram’s in-
dependent reign after the death of Jehoshophat. .

f Foc the particular items which make np this period, see
Signs of the Times, No. 6, reply to Br. Jones. .

tSee Ferguson’s astronomical demonstration onthis peint
in the Bigns of the Times, No. 4,

BIBLE CHRONOLOGY.

Bro, Hives,~-1 have carefully examined Bro.
Mizuer’s ¢ Bible Chronology.” Ttis ail proved
by Scripture,” down to the end of Zedekieh’s
veigs, with two sxceptions.

SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

y—

91

e T e em—m—ri———————— a—n—

————

——

1. He supposes Abram’s call to have been at
the death of Terah : * Terah lived 70 years, and
begat Abram,” (Gen. xi. 26.) and ** Abram,” was
75 years old when he cdeparted out of Harap
{Gen. xii. 4.) Now if Abram was the oldest of
Teral’s sons, {which we iufer from the caleula-
tion of their names, and must take for granied
till Seripture proof to the contrary is adduced,)
the length of the period under consideration is
ouly 145 years, instead of 205, given by Bre.
M. 2. He has given us 21 years as the period
of Samuel the prophet. This is vot proved by
his proof-text, which is 1 S8amuel wi. 2—17.
one human link destroys the divinity of the

chain. As an honest searcher for trith, I pre-
sent these difficulties. Can Bro. M. remove
them ? J. W. B.

Bro. Miller will please answer the above diffi-
culties. Ep.

THE CHRONOLOGY.
Crrricism By “ AMgricus.”

Me. Eprror:—In No. 10 of the “ Signs of
the Times,” I was much pleased to find a Bible
Chronology of the Patriarchs, Judges and Kings,
from Adam to Christ, by Wu. Mutez. And,
as yeur periodical, which has long been needed
for the dissemination of light and truth upon the
momentous guestion, When cometh the Leord
from heaven? is open to all, and invites the
strictest and severest criticism on the merits of
this new calculation ; [ will state some of the
difficuliies which exist not only in my own mind,
with reference to this new chronology, but also
in the minds of some of the more active {riends
of the cause. It is not to be suppesed that the
ages of the Patriarchs, &ec., as given in the
Chronology, like those in the Bible, are definite
and precise, inasmuch as days and months are
not taken into the calenlation; and it would be
contrary to reason, and the common course of
things to conjectnre, either that their dirtd-days
were their deatZ-days, or that they with all their
descendants were born upon the same day of the
year, When the Bible says that Adam lived an
hundred and thirty years, and begat a son, are
we to umlerstand that he had not lived a month
or a day over that time? Or should we not
rather consider it in the sense in which ages at
the present time with us are wniversally under-
stood. by whom the years only are taken into
the reckoning, the months and days being non-
important 2

When we say 2 man is thirty vears old, we
do not understand but that he may be thirty
years and six months, eight months or ten ; and
would it be natural to consider the agesin the
Bible in any other light 2 Yea, would it not be
very unnatiural and wunreasonadle, too, to look
upon them differently?  Ard should we consid-
er them in the sense in which they are general-
ly understoed, we could not reasonably allot to
each of the Patriarchs, &c., less than two months
on an everage. Then, there being sixty Patri-
archs, Judges, and Kings, one hundred and
twenty months, ot fen years should come into
the Chronology, allowing my allotment true, and
certainly it cannot be too large. Consequently,
Christ’s second coming should have been seven
years ago! The object of this article is merely
w state some objections to this Chronology
about which the opponents of Bro, Miller make
mvuch ado—problems which 1, with my short-
sighted vision, have not been able to solve, but
which zome of you, who ave more skilled in
doctrine and theology, perhaps may easily re-
solve, and not to injure the cause by evil surmi-

sings and conjecturings. For we all shouild
be searchers afier truth and the right way, our
souls should be warmed by a glow of holy zeal,
and sustained by a steadfast faith in the premises
of God. Tcannot make myself believe that
Bro. Miller makes this omission of not less than
ten years of odd months and days a sine qua
non for bringing out Christ's Second Coming
into the year 1843. Indeed, I think he will
give 2 fair and candid exposition of the whele
matter, and which will satisfy every doubting
mind, when he shall have found out the diffieul-
ty which [ have stated, existing in no small ex-
teat with us. Let us search for truth as for hid
treasure ; until we shall bave found it, and then
scatter its seeds throughout the length and
preadih of this benighted world, until they shall
spring up, bfightening, transforming 4t, and we
shall see it shining in the full blaze of Millenial
glory. AMERICUS.
REMARKS.

“Americus” says that the objections he has stat-
ed to the new calculation have some weight with
our opponents. Well, their objections and spec-
ulations shall be.swept away. They profess to
believe in the present established chronology, do
they not, Mr. “Americus?” O yes. Well, 2fr,
Miller agrees exactly with them, relating to tle
period to which you vefer. If they have any
difficulty about odd months, &c., let them go to
those in whom they believe, Usher, Calmet.
and others, and they will reckon with them just
as Mr. Miller has done. They say nothing of
add months, for the very best of reasons—the
Bible says nothing about them. We must not
be wize above what s written. Ep.

Christian Union.

UNION CONVENTION AT GROTON.
For a full and impartal account of this Con-
vention, we refer our readers to the *CHURCH
REFQRMER,” Edited by Bro. Siuas Hawrey,
of Grroton, Mass.

We have only to say ibatihe result of the
Counvention has confirmed our former opin-
ion. We despair of ever seeing the church per-
fectly united in this stale of things.  * The pow-
er of the holy people is scattered,” and will be,
till the « Ancieat of days shall come, and gather
together in one” the “children of God that are
scattered abroad.”

We give the following remarks of a distin-
guished correspondent on this subject, to which
we heartily subscribe. We are, nevertheless,
disposed io actin concert with the friends of
Christian Union, and to promote, as far as possi-
ble, union among all saiats.

«I have little encouragement toattend at Grot-
on; for I would not embarrass, bul encourage
all christian effort, for the union of the churches;
and vet having no confidence in the flesh, that
in this worid the umion can be done; and only
confidence in the Lord whe will accomplish it
at his coming in the end of the world, my pres-
ence would not be useful to the design of the

Qroton Union Convention, [ would not bea
croaker, disheartening the efforts for good; nor

will I hesitate to speak in my humble sphere an
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Lioncst belief, though it falls not In with the cur-
rent of opinion.  Union is a duty the churches
owa to our Master, and to one another. Lhave
enrnestly searched for its basls, and watched in-
teatly some movements aiming o unite the
members of the Lord’s body in this world. 1
am satisfied as to the Gasis, that it is the confes-
sion of Peter, which neither flesh nor blood re-
vedled to him, “bot my Father which is in
heaven.”—* Upon this rock will I build my
church;” which rock is the true confession of
faiti, and proper basis of a union of the church-
es.

Hnwever, to the body of the present house of
nominal Christians, this basis is not safficiently
broad ; they must cobble with the five points of
Calvinism, and the numerous articles of the
church of England, and of scores of ether charch=
es: the poor reason for witich may lie in their
want of duly understanding the confession our
Heavenly Father revealed unto the apostle Pe-
ter. They are straitened for room io build the
church on ihat rock, because they fail to perceive
the true meaning of # the gates of hell,” and the
proper place where the Lord builds; and, that
faith only hews out the materials in this world,
which the Lord, in despite of the grave, will
raise up from the dead, and compose into one
edifice in the Jerusalem above, withoul the
sound of the hammer or of any tosl of iron.
Thne chuvch is bwit here, on the confession of
faith in the Sen of God, and the gates of hell,
that is, the grave, shall not prevent the Lord {rom
building into his spiritual temple bf the world to
come, evary soul that in this world has been es-
tablished inthe faith of Christ, that be is Liord of
all, to be manifested in due time, for the con-
summation of this world and of time ; and for the
intraduction of the new heavens and earth which
are the eternal world, the abode of the risen
dend.

But how can there be any censiderable 1n-
eroase of union, except there be a point of union,
on which to rally the distracted housebeld of
faith? And who shall designate that point?
The Reman has Jong ago set up his bishop for
that peint: the Pope is the centre of union for a
majority of the nominal church, All other denom-
inations have each their own standard, or con-
fession of this world, which is a sert of Pope to
each, an imaze of the beast; or it may be, his
mark iv the forehead aud in the »ight hand.
And { confess to you, to all lovers of unicn and
of iho Lord Jesus Christ, that Holy Writ opens
to 1y understanding no way of escape from the
pow.r of this beast, and from the crall and poli-
¢y of the woman seated upon his hoeras in lofty
triumph, until the Ancient of days shall come,
witil the time {or the saiuts to possess the king-
dom 3 whose kingdom is wot of this world, but
of tha world lo come, an everlasting state.

Thorefore, Tam prepared to sce every ellort
like this at Growon [al.  Babylon is confasion,
aund s tme 1s sure, uatil the Son of Man
comes: ils triumph is certain, its discord will
prevail move and more, to the end. Weie |
cherishing the hope of a milleniom in time, then
I would come prepared to fulve a part in the
Tfninn Convention; but the Lord himself wil
come in the end of time, and then we have
preaize of the resurrection, and of 1he restitution
of all things to the prace. Inmocence, umon, and
Jove of Bden and Paradise before Adam [ell by
transoression.  Jesus, our Lord, by his righie-
ousness, will remove the curse which Adam by
his sin inflicted on the earth; and life wii
Teign by him, where death now reigus by Adam.

1 shall be ready to meet in any assembly within
my reach to advocate union in the coming Lord,
which is attainable enly by faith in his near
coming; a faith universally cherished in the
primitive chuweh, and revived in the Reforma-
tion, but suffered to be forsaken.

Notwithstanding, multiledes awake and re-
vive this faith both in England and this country;
and they who entertain it are eminently united,
of whatever sect they may be. Other union in
this world, I see ground to expect hone for the
churches,”

SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

“Cun ye ot discern the signs of the times.?

BOSTON, SEPT. 15, I840.

A GENERAL CONFERENCE
ON THE
SECOND COMING OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST.

The undersigned, believersin the Second
Coming and Kingdom of the Messiah ** ot hand,”
cordially unjte in the call of a general Confer-
ence of our brethren of the United States, and
elsewhere, who are also looking for thé Advent
near, to meet at Boston, Mass. Wednesday, Oct.
14, 1840, at 10 o’clock, A. M. te continue two
days, ot as long as may then be found best,

The object of the Conference will not be ta
form a new organization in the faith of Christ;
nor to assail others of our brethren who differ
from ns in regard to the period and manner of
the advent; but to discuss the whole subject
faithfuily and fairly, in the exercise of that spir-
it of Christ, in which it willbe safe immediate-
ly to meet him at the judgment seat.

By so doing, we may accomplish much in
the rapid, general and powerful spread of “the
cverlasting gospei of the lingdom at hand,”
that the way of the Lord may he sneedily pre-
pared, whatever may be the precise period of
his coming.

WiLiam MuLeg,
Hexny Dana Warn,
Hexay Joxzs.
Hexry PLuMer.
Joay Truarr,
Josiam Liren.
Josava P Arwoon,
Daxien MEeriLL,

Davio Muragp.

L. D. FrLenme.
Josrrr Bates.
Ciuarins F. Stevens
P. B. Rossgerr.
Tsaian SEavey.
Torry CoLE.

J. V. Hmrs,

{7 We have received other names, but too
late for insertion.

Scrrects ror Discussion.—1.8econd Advent.
—8. Chrenology of Prophecy.—3. Restora-
tion of Tsrael.—4. History and doctrine of the
Milleanium.—&. The Kingdom of Heaven.——8.
The Judement.

No person will be expected to take any ac-
iive part in the Conference, except he confess
his faith in the pear approach of our Lord in
his kingdem; nor will any ane be expected to
take a part in the discussions until he has been
introduced to the tomnmitee of arrangements
and hns made known to them the part or point
which he is prepared to discuss,

MisrspresextaTion oF Ma. Muorer’s Views
RELATIVE To THE DAy oF GracE; BY THE Ho-
rror or - Zion's Herarn.”

The opponents of Mr. Miller are making them-
selves merry in the supposed failure of what they
are pleased falsefy to call « Mr. Miller’s prediction,”
relative to the day of grace, Among the number
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the Editor of * Zion’s Herald,” stands conspicuous.
We quote the following paragraph from the Herald
of the kDth ult.

“ Mr, MiLer’s PrEpiction.——Yesterday, Au.
gust 11th, was the day, aceording to Mr. Miller,
which was to have closed the day of grace, or
when Christ was to have left the mediatorial
throne. Mr. Miltler fas all along maintained.
that after the 111n of August, 1830, there conld
be no conversions—that Christians would lose
their desite and their spirit of prayer for the
conversion of sipners—in fine, that that day
would close up the day of grace.

We 100k the liberty, same months since, to
say in the Herald, that no such thing would take
place ; that the world would go on as before, &e.
and that we Lelieved Mr. Miller's system to be
founded in error. We shall now soon see which
is Tight.”

In relation to the above, we would simply state
that, MR. MILLER never said “that Christians
would lese their desire and their spirit of prayer for
the conversion of sinners ; or that the day of grace
would close on the 11th of Angust,” sithout qualifi-
cation. He alivays spoke of it as a matter of apindon,
and when asked how it should be known # the door
wag shut,” after the pouring out of the “sixth vial,”
he replied that it would be known by the luss of the
spirit of prayer for the conversion of sinners. He
did not predict, {for he is no prophet) that Christions
would lose the spirit of prayer for the conversion of
sinners of that time; but, that if the door of mercy
was closed, the fact wonld be known by the loss of
the spirit of prayer for the unconverted. Do you
now understand, Bro. Brown? The following ex-
tract is taken from a letter of the Editor of the
# Herald,” written st the Campmeeting at Eastham.
It sesns that even there, in the midst of a most glo-
rivus revival, and the rejoicings and shoutings of
“Zion,” its ¢ Herald,” was hauuted by “Mr. Miller’s
prediciion,” of which, by the way,he never believed
a word. Why did his devout soul turn aside from
the objret of his letter to give such a paragraph as
the following ; if indeed he was not somewhat
iroubled about W, MiLLER ¥

“ The preachers and people here, seem to Ia-
bor and pray with as much zeal, fervor and faith
for the conversion of sinners, since Tuesday,
the 11k, as before; and there were as sound
conversions yesterday and Wednesday. as were
ever witnessed on this ground, Will Mr, Miller
vejoice at this ¢ Will ke rejoice that sinners are
stell turning to God, or will mortification attend
the mon-fulfilment of s prediclions 2 Wil ke
humble imself before God and confess his error,
or will dissopointed ambition sour Kis mind and
lead him gradually to distrust the truth of God’s
Holy Word, as it has all former false teachers?
We shall see.”

Well, he shall see. If he will turn his attention
to those congregations where Mr. M. is constantly
lecturing, he will see that Mr. M. is not only re-
Joicing in the conversion of souls; but where he
gives a full course of lectures, as a generw. thing,
if he had a mind to count, he would be able to reck-
on as large a number as Bro. B. could from the
week’s labor, of the thovsands of Israel at Mastham.
Wil he see?

THE JEWS,
Mr. Berr, a converted Jew, from New York,

formerly of Poland, gave two addresses in Charden
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8t. Chapel, on the 30th clt. on the present condi.
tion of the Jews—their forms snd cercmonies s
now practised—their present feelings in relation to
Jesus of Nazareth, &c.

Mr. B.'s object in lecturing, is Lo awaken the church
of the Gentiles to their duty and obligations towards
the Jews. He thinks the time has fully come when
the ehurch should turn their attention to the wel-
fare of God’s ancient people. That while they are
gsendirg Missionaries to all other nationg, the Jew
has a‘claim at least to be remembered among them.
He thinks that the Jews should receive special at-
tention at this time, on account of their favorable
disposition to hear and receive the Gospel. I we
understand him, he discards the idea of their lferal
refurn to build ap Old Jerusalem; and seeks their
conversion to Christ, in whom there is neither Jew
nor Gentile—* but all are one.” It is o glorious fact
that thousands of Jews have belteved in Jesus of
Nazareth within a few years, and have been grafted
inito the original stock. This should encourage the
church to make speedy and spirited efforts for their
galvation,

Bro. B. has with him for sale two books, the prof-
its of which go to support him in his missien
among the churches. The fust is entitled ¢ Judah
end Israel: or the restoration and conversion of the
Jews and the ten tribes, By Joseph Sumuel €. F.
Frey—with a narrative of the Author, The sec.
ond is entitled, “ Joseph and Benjamin: e series of
letters on the controversy between Jews and Chris-
tians, comprising the most important doctrines of the
Christian religion,” by the same author, in 2 vols.

Mr. Frey is a converted Jew, and is well known
in this coentry &8 an eminent scholar, and minister
of the Gospel. In the last named work he devotes
three latters to “the restoration of the Jews” e
advocates Lheir literal restoration, and the re-estab-
lishment of Judaism for a season, We give the
following synopsis of his views :——

« From the statemen: in the preceding letters,
which comprises the sentiments of many writers,
both Jewish and Christian, on the subject of the
second advent of Christ, or the millenniwmmn, 1t
appears that a certain chain of events is to take
place ; and although the things Wwhich relate to
the circumstances, the iirne when, and \he means
and instruraents by which the predicted events
are lo be brought about, cannot be known with
certainty, yet when we shall see the accomplish-
ment of the first, we may confidently look for
the appratance of the next event. For more
than thirty years, my dear Benjamin, I have
studied this subject as much as my other avoca-
tions would permit, and from what I have been
able to gather, hoth from the Holy Bible, from
the writings of man, and frora the dispensations
of God’s providence, I now venture, but with
the greniest diffidence dnd deepest humility, to
submit to you my feeble thoughts on this pro-
found subject; not for the purpose of entering
into a conlroversy with any one who way dif-
fer, but merely for your consideration, te adopt
or reject them ag” you mny think them most
agreeable to the revealed will of God.

The eveats to follow each other are prob-
ably these:

1. The way will be prepared for the return
of our people to their own land.

2. They wili rgturn as a nation in an uncon-
verted slate,

3. They will rehuild Jerusalem and the tem-

ple, and re-establish Judaism for a season.
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4. A considerable nomber of our brethren
will be converted, butnot return with our na-
iom.

5. These will afterwards be carried in vessels
of bulrushes to our pecple, and be the means ol
leading them to declare themselves an indepen-
dent nation.

6. This will cause Jerusalem o be besieged
by the eastern and the westers antichrist,

7. Jesus Christ shall then appear personally
and visibly.

8. The effect of this appearance will be two-
fold 5 the destruction of the enemy, or the bat-
ile of Armageddon, on the one hand, and the
conversion of our nation on the other.

9. The ten tribes will then return and be re-
united with Judah.

10, The first resurrection will take place.

11. Satan will be bound for a thousand
years.

12. During this period Christ will reign per-
sonally upon the earth, and the knowledge of
the glary of the Lord shall il the whole earth.

These twelve events will probably happen
within the space of 75 years, the portion of time
hetween the 1260 and 1335 vears mentioned by
Daniel. and about the middie of the 75 years
the eighth ¢vent may be expected,

13. After this, Satan shall be let loose, male
\lerar with the saints, and be cast into the lake ol

re.

14, Then comes the general judgment.”

We think Mr. Frey is in a great and fatal erroy
in relation to the restoration of Israel, and the estab-
lishment of Judaism again at Old Jerusalem. As
long as this doctrine is preached and believed, the
church wil do nothing for the Jew. Bhe will only
watch the signs of the times relating to the political
aspect of the nat.ons in reference to their return..
Thus the Jew isleft to perish inhis blindness,
while the churchis vainly looking for a worldly,
political restoration of the Israelitish Nation. Vain
hope.

The signs of the times are very unfavorable to
a literal restoration. In Syria, on the very borders
of the promised land, the Jews are suffering under
dreadful persecution at this time. The foliowing
facts are most appalling :—

“ Persgovrion on THE JEws st Damascus.
It’appears that a Roman Catholic priest, by the
name of Thomaso, who had lived at Damascas
since 1807 disappeared in February [ast, togeth-
er with his servant. A charge was soon brought
against the Jews of the city, that they had mar-
dered him in order 1o make use of his blood in
the feast of unleavened bread. One of them
was seized, without the slightest evidence of
guilt, and subjected te the most eruel tortures.
At last, when life was almost extinet, ke charged
the murder on seven of the most wealthy Jews
of the city. These were apprehended and sub-
jected to the most excruciating torments, Two
of them died under the inflictions ; others, under
the influence of excessive agonies, wildly. con-
fessed themselves the murderers; and greai
numbers of the Jews were taken uvp. The
following tortures were applied. 1. TFlog-
ging. 2. Soaking them in large tanks of cold
waler, in their clothes, 3. Pressing their eyes
out of their socketsby the head machine. 4.
Tying up, and twisting the tender parts of the
body. &. Standing upright for three days with-
out being permitted to lean against any thing.
6. Being dragged about in a large court by the
ears till the blood gushed out. 7. Having thorns

driven in between the nails and the flesh of the
fingers and toes, 8 Haviug fire set to their
beards, fill their faces are singed. 9. Having
candles held under their noses, so that the
flame rose wp inte the uostrils.—* For five
months the poor Jews of Damascus have waked
in terror aud laid down in alarm, fearing for
themselves and their children, and suffering un-
der the chargn of an accursed erime from which
their whole nature revolis,”

Various meetings have been held by Jews and
Christians in Europe and this country, and resoln-
tions pussed, expressive of deep sympathy inihe
welfare of the sufféring Jews. The following no-
tice of & meeting in Philadelphia, is from one of the
secular papers. We hope the resolution will be car-
ried into effect, so faras it can be. We think there
is a better prospect of multitudes of the Jews com-
ing to this country; than there is of their returning
to Palestine.

Tre Jews or Damascvs, “In pursuance of
a call, a large meeting of the Israelites of Phila-
delphia, was held, in that city, on Thursday
evening. Mr. John Moses was chosen Presi-
dent, and the meeting was opened by Mr. Abra-
Lam Hart, who made an appropriate speech, de-
hicting the many sufferings which the Israelites
of the East have had poured oat wpon their

heads. The following is one of the resolutions
adopted by the meeling:

Resolved, That we invite our brethren of Da-
mascus 1o leave the land of persecution and tor-
ture, and to seek an asylum in this free and
happy land, where every one is allowed ¢ enjoy
his own opinion—where industry prospers, and
where integrity is sure to meet its just raward.

A resolntion was also passed, to the effert
that z letter be despatched to the President of
the United States, requesting him to direct the
Awmerican Consul at Damascus 0 co-operate
with the ambassadors of other Powers in allevi-
ating the miseries of the Jews there.

Several Christian ministers were present, and
the meeting was addressed by the Rev, Dr.
Ducachet, of the Episcopal, and the Rev. Messrs
Ramsay and Keanedy, of the Presbyterian
Church.”

This meeting was held in the Tewisa Sryacocur,
and, we believe for the first time since the Chris-
Era, that Chiistigng have been permitted to associ-
ate with them, or to speak in their places of wor-
ship, 'The “mddle wail” is being broken down.

THE LITERALIST.

Thiz work has already been favorably noticed
in “the Signs of the Times,” and from an exame
ination of several numbers of it, I can heartily
cowcur with the sentiment already expressed. I
believe the publication‘will do much toward dis-
pelling the mists of error which have long broed-
ed over the subject of * the nature and near ap-
proach of the kingdom of God” It appears to
me that no candid mind can rise from a faithfal
examination of those pages without a conviction
that the kingdom of God on earth is yet future,
and that it is to be established al the second and
personal appearing of Christ on earth.

It is true there are some things advanced by
the writers of those numbers, with which I can-
not accord :—such, for instance, isthe opinion
respecting-the literal testoration of the Jews at
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the time of the Savior’s appearing ;—And, also
the rejection of the idea of understanding any-
thing respecting the fulfillment of prephetic pe-
tlods, But the work will find acess to many
minds, as it is, wheve, did it take other ground
on those points, it could find no avenue. -

01 the whaole, it will be a rich treat to all who
love the appearing of the Lord Jesas Christ.
All who feel any interest in this subject, should
obtain the work,and after reading it themselves,
circulate it among others; and thus endeavor
to do good. It deserves extensive patrenage.

As a literary production,the Magazine is wor-
thy the age in which it appears.

Millenial Grove, Aug, 1840, L.

We have raceived news three
The insurrection in

A
The

Tre Nariows.
days later from Burope.
Syria has been put down by Mehemet ALl
Revolution bas been atiempted in France.
rext news will no doubt be very important.

{{7=Bro. Hiues.—I cannot but approve the
object of the Conference in Boston, and will at-

tend if it is possible.’ WM. MILLER.
THE BATTLE OF ARMAGEDDON.

CONCLUDED,

IiL. Tke fierceness of God’s wrath will fall on
the wicked inhabitants of the earth.

The proof in support of this propesilion, will
be drawn from the positive threatenings of God,
in reference to the event.

“Why do the heathen rage, and the people
imagine a vain thing —The kings of the earth
set themselves, and the rulers take counsel to-
gether, against the Lord, and against his Anoin-
ted, saying, let us break their bands asunder,
and cast away their cords from us. He that sit-
teth in the heavens shall laugh : the Lord shali
have them in derision. Then shall he speak
unto them in his wrath and vex them in his
sore displeasure,

Yet have Iset my King upon my holy hill of
Zion. I will declare the decree: the Lord hath said
untome, Thou art my Son; this day have I begot-
ten thee. Ask of me, and I shall give 2hee the
heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost
parts of the earth for thy possesion. Thou
shalt break them with a rod of iron ; thou shait
dash them in pieces like o potter’s vessel, Be
wise now therefore, O ye kings: be instructed,
ve judge’s of the earth. Serve the Lord with
fear, and rejoice with trembling.  Kiss the Son,
leat he be angry, and ye perish from the way,
when his wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed
are all they that put their trust in him."—Ps. ii,

1. The characters introduced as the objects
of God’s wrath, are, “the heathen,” “the peo-
ple,” «“ the kings of the earth;” * the rulers.”
All these are represented as raging and taking
counsel against the Liord and against his Anoim.
ed.

2. The Lord threatens to “ have them in deri-
sion ;” “io speak to them In his wrath and vex
them in his sore displeasure;” “He wiil break
them with a rod_of iron and dash them in pie-
ces like a potters vessel.” If this is not the
fierceness of God’s wrath, threatened o be pour-
ed on the wicked; then what would be? But it
may be asked, what has this to do with the bat-
tle of Armageddon? This we will now consid-
er

3. The time when this wrath shall be poured
out, is, when the Son of Ged is set on Zion’s
hill. And alse, whenhe comes in possesion of

1

the uttermost parts of the earth, The very tme
when the great battle of Armageddon will tzke
place. The events are therefore the same,

The next passage of Scripture [ shall adduce,
is the 50th Psalm. The time, is when God
calls to the heavens above and to the earth that
he may judge bis people, and when he gathers
his saints together. After speaking of the good
he will bestow on his saints, he addresses the
wicked, verse 16, and threatens,unless they con-
sider and repent, to tear them in pieces, and
there be none to deliver.

Again, Isa. Iziii. 3, 4,8, “ For I will tread
them in mice anger, and trample them in my
fury; and their blood shall be sprinkled upon
my garments, and [ will siain all my raiment.
For the day of vengeance is in my heart,and the
day of my redecmed is come. And I will tread
down the people in mine anger, and make them
dronk in my fury, and I will bring down their
strength to the earth.” Such language as this
can only indicate some terrible exhibition of Je-
hovah’s wrath against the workers of iniquity.
It must, indeed, be a cup of tre:nbling'which the
witked will be called to drink.  Joel it 12—16.

 Let the heathen be wakened,and come up to
the valley of Jehosaphat: for there will I sit to
judge all the heathen round about.

12 Put ye in the sickie, for the harvest is
ripe : come get you down; for the press is full,
the fats overflow ; for their wickedness is great.

14, Muliitudes, majtitudes in the valley of
decision : forthe day of the Lord is near in the
valley of decision.

15. The sun and the moeon shall be darkened,
and the stars shalt withdraw their shining.

16 The Liord also shall roar out of Zion, and
utier his voice from Jerusalem; and the heav-
ens and the earth shall shake: but the Lord
will e the hope of his people, and the strength
of the children of Israel.”

Here we are told the cause of these terrible
Judgments and the objects of God’s wrath : Viz,
The heathen, those who neither know nor serve
the God of heaven; because their wickedness
is great, the fats overflow.

Dan. xil. 1. ¢ And at that time shall Mich.
ael stand up, the great prince which standeth for
the children of thy people; and there shall be a
time of irouble such as never was since there
was a nation to that same time.” The Savior,
alzo predicts the same thing Matth, 24th chap-
ter.

2 Thess, i. 6—10. * Seeing it is a righteous
thing with God to recompense tribulation to them
that trouble you ; and to you, who are troubled,
rest with s, when the Lord Jesus shall be re-
vealed from heaven with his mighty angels, in
flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know
not God, and that obey not the gospel of our
Lord Jesus Christ: whao shall be punished with
everlasting destraction from the presence of the
Lord, and from the glory of his power; whenhe
shall come 10 be glorified in his saints, and to be
admired in all them that believe (because our
testimouy among you was believed) in that day.”

This 1s the climax of God’s threatenings,
And here I will Jeave the point. But were it
necessary, such passages might be found to al-
most any number.  And the fulfillment of these
threatenings will constitnte a part of the wibula-
tion of the GrEAT BATTLE 0OF ARMAGEDDON,

1f this is a true delination of the terrible ven-
geance which the Lord Jesus will execute on
his enemies, when he leaves the right hand of
the Majesty of heaven, how appropriate and im-
portant to the world, is the exhorition, Ps. ii.

12, «Kiss the Son lest he be angry, and ye
perish from the way when his wrath is kindled
but a litle.”

At such a time and under such circumstances,
how important and valuable will be the friend-
ship and protection of the Almighty! For—

IV. The People of God shall be secure in the
midst of that calamity.

If there were ne positive testimony or prom-
ise of the truth of the above propesitton, it might
derive great force and support from the history
of the past.  God has in all ages, whenever his
judgments were to be poured out on the wicked,
provided for the safety of his own people.

Thus, when all flesh bad corrupted its way
before God, and only one righteous man remain-
ed in the wmidst of the universal desolation,
righteous Noah and his household found a di-
vine protector, who could be at no loss for an
asylam amid the ruin, as a refuge for the man
who honored him.

So also it was with just Lot: for until his
safety was accomplished,al]l the sins of the de-
voled cities could not induee the hand of Qmnip-
otence to unstop the vials of his wrath, or to sufe
fer the flery storm to descend. “Haste thee,”
said God, “ escape thither; for I cannot do any
thing until thou be come thither.”

Thas also it was with lsrael when God’s
judgments fell on Egypt. Did the Lord send
swarms of flieson Egypt? In the land of Gosh-
en, where God’s people were, no flies were seen.
Did the caule of Egypt die, under the curse of
God? Yet of all that was Israel’s, nothing
died or was harmed. Did the Thunder, Light-
ping and Hail, destroy Egypt? In the land of
Goshen, where the children of Israel were, there
was no hail.

Did darkness prevail in all Egypt for three
days and nights, so that none of the Egypiians
rose from his place? In the habitations of the
children”of Israel, there was light. Were all
the first born of Egypt slain?  Yet against any
of the children of Israel did not so much as a dog
move his tongle,

Were Pharaoh and his people overwhelmed
in the red sea? Through that same sea, God's
people found ap highway by which they went
over dry shod. Bu! time and space would fail
me, in producing instances of the above charae-
ter, From these however we learn that the
Lord knoweth how Lo deliver the Godly out of
temptation, and to reserve the unjust unto the
day of Judgment to be punisked.

But precedents aside, the promises of God to
his people, of deliverance in that day of calami-
ty, are clear and positive. Some of them now
claim attention. The 91st Psalm is a passage
in point. It refers to a time when God will re-
ward the wicked, and the righteous shajl see it
with their eyes.

But to those who have made the Lord their
refuge, or the Most High their habitation, deliv-
erance 1s promised. ¢ Thon shalt not be afraid
of the arrow that flieth by day; nor for the pes-
tilence that walketh in darkness : nor for the
destroction that wasteth at noon day. A thou-
sand shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand at
thy right hand ; bat it shall not come nigh thee.
Oaly with thine eyes shalt thou see and behold
the reward of the wicked.”

Isa. xxvi. 20, 21. “ Come my people, enter
thou Into thy chambers, and shut thy doors
about thee: hide thyself as it were for a little
momént until the indignation be over past. For,
behold, the Liord cometh out of his place to pun-
ish the inhabitants of the world for their iniqui-
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ty.” Here then we have a promise of safety to
God’s people in that day.

The prophet Daniel, in a passage, part of
which has been already quoted, teaches the
same thing.

Dan. xii. 1.« There shall be a time of tron-
ble such as never was since there was a nation
to that same time : and at that time thy people
shall be delivered, every one that shall be found
written in the book.”

What is meant by being “written in the
book,” we may learn from Malachi iii. 16—18.

“Then they that feared the Lord spake ofien
one to another: and the Lord hearkened, and
heard i : and a book of remembrance was writ-
ten before him for them that feared the Lord, and
that thought upon his name,

17 And they shall be mine, saith the Lord of
hosts, in that day when I make up my jewels;
and I will spare them, as a man spareth his own
son that serveth him,

18 Then shall ye return and discern between
the righteous and the wicked, beiween him that
serveth (iod and him that serveth him not.”

Chap. iv. 1. “ For behold, the day cometh,
that shall burn as an ‘oven; and all the proud,
yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble:
and the day that cometh shall burn them up,
saith the Lovd of hosts, that it shall leave them
neither root nor branch.”

In that day of calamity, the benefit of piety
will appear in a manner it never did before : and
no man will conclude he has served God in
vain,

Neither will any think in that day, they have
been too strictly religions ; or that it is Jnst as
well to have professed religion as to have itin
possession. Nothing but real holiness, having
the robe washed and made white in the blood
of the Lemb, will stand the test of that fire.

For thus saith the Liord : Zeph. ii. 3. « Seck
ye the Lord, all ye meek of the earth, whizh
have wrought his judgment; seek righteous-
ness, seek meekness; It may be ye shall be hid
in the day of the Lord’s anger.”

Joel. ini, 16. * The Lord also shall roar om
of Zien, and utter his voice from Jerusalem ; and
the heavens and the earth shall shake: but the
Liord will be the hope of his people, and the
strength of the children of Israel.”

Once more : the Savior, when he predictea
the tribulation of that day, Matth, xxiv, 21, 22,
added, * except those days should be shortened,
there should no fiesh be saved: but fpr the
elect’s suke those days shall be shortened.”
Lake xxi. 36.  * Watch ye therefore, and pray
always, that ye may be accounted worthy 1o es-
cape all these things that shall come to pass,
and to stand before the son of Man.” With
these promises the great concern of all should be
to possess such a characier as to be able to claim
them.

But although it shall be thus well with the
righteous, those who are truly so, it will not
be so with the hypocritical pretender to piety.
No mere profession will answer instead of the
wedding garment. lsa. xxxili, 14. “ The
sinmers in Zion are afraid; fearfulness hath
surprised the hypocrites.” Hee also the whole
chapter, and also the following chapter. Indeed,
sinners in Zion are now afraid. There is no
subject which can be introduced and dwelt upon,
which excites 20 many disagreeable sensations
in the breast of vast nuombers of professors of
relizion, as the near approach of that great day.
But if they cannot bear to hear of it, how will
they be able to meet it? Ior who can dwell
with devouring fire ?

SIGNS OF THE TIME S,

An idea is abroad that a great time of perse-
cution and martyrdom is before the church, and
that it will constitute a part of the tribulation of
that day: but I cannot find it in the Bible. 1
believe“the time of suffering to the real Chris-
tian is nearly over : and that when Christ leaves
the throne of mercy for that of Judgment he
will protect and defend his own people from all
harm, they will go in with him to the marriage,
and the door will be shut.

Thus 1 have presented a brief and imperfec:
view of this awful subject, as 1 find it in God’s
hely book. If, as is the design of the writer,
it shall be the means of exciting one individual
to prepare to meet the day and event, let the
glory be ascribed to God, to whom all praise be-
fongs. L.

ROCKINGHAM €. CONFERENCE.

The following Resolutions were unanimously
passed &y the Rockingham Christian Conference,
keld at Newton, N. H. on the 9tk inst. This
body is composed of upwards of thirty ministers,
most of whom were present. The ¢ Christian
Herald,” referred to in the 4th Res. is published
at Exeter, N, H. and is an excellent family pa-
per. Eb,

1. Resolved, that the doctrine of Chirst’s sec-
ond coming, to judge the world, is, in our view,
one of greai importance to be taught; and very
toenerally found in the Bible, and although we
are not prepared to decide in regard to the par.
ticular period of the event, we consider it per-
fectly safe and scriptural for all to be looking out
and prepared for it as being now, specially ““ at
hand."”

2, Resolved, that it be recommended to all, so
far as our influence may exteud, to give the sub-
ject a ready and faithful examination, as found
in the Seriptures; and to avail themselves of
such help, in doing it, as in their views shall
be most safe and scripteral.

3. Resolved, that the © Signs of the Times, of
Christ Second Coming,” published at BBoston, so
far as we have had opportunity io learn, bids
fair as heing a useful help on the subject.

4. Resolved, That we approve of the doings
of our appointed council for conducting the
Christain Herald, (published at Exeter,) in re-
gard to their opening its colums ne they have
donie, for a fair and judicieus discussion of the

subject of Christ's coming and kingdom * az
hand,” b. P. PIKE.
Sec. R. C. C.

“Rev. Mr. Kiex’s visrt To Boston.”

A correspondent of the “ N, Y. Observer,” has
given a particular account of Mr. Kirk’srecent visit
to this city. We give the following extract to our
readers ¢

 Since his (Mr, Kirk’s) departare, the influ-
ence of his labors on the religious state of the
city is not perceptible.. Ican find no person
who has heard of any instance of conviction as
the result of his preaching; nor have conver-
sions been more numerous than before. Some
Unitarians, after hearing him, have declared
themselves well pleased, and have lamented the
want of any thing to move the heart in their
own places of worship; but such instancés had
been not unfrequent during the winter; aod I
am not aware that their namber has been much
increased. ©ne man has expressed his belief

95

that since Mr. Xirk’s departure, there has been
a ‘‘reaction.” Not improbably, it may have
been so in some instances; but I think no such
effect is generally observable.”

Mr. K. preached to immense audiences some fifs
teen or twenty sermons. And here we are told
that nothing was accomplished, M=z, MizLER gave
sixteen lectures at the Marlboro’ Chapel last win-
ter, that brings a very different report,if he is an
“ignorunt fanatic!” Many hundreds were awak-
ened, and converted by his labors; and the church-
es were aroused.

LITERARY NOTICE.

We give the following notice of Mr. Smolni-
ker, at his request. We think him to be a very
sincere man ; and that he is to the best of his
knowledge endeavoring to seek the good of his
rree.  But so far ns we have been able to obtain
a knowledge of his views and plans, we think
he is laboring under a great delusion. Ep.

The signs of the Advent of Christ—uwho has now
appeared to us for the vresloration of wuni-
versal peace on earth, illustrated in the work
entitled * Memorable Events, &¢.” in three vol-
wmes, of 1966 pages.

They, who by the grace of the Lord, have
from the statements of the prophecies correctly
found the time, in which he has determiped to
appear to us, and who zealously proclaim .the
Liord to be appearing ; and that men should by
worthy fruits of repentance prepare for his ad-
vent, commonly transgress the bounds assigned
to them, by attempting to explain the prophetic
images, in which the mysteries of his appear-
ance have been prophecied ; though these ima-
ges are of such a nature as to render it impossi-
ble for any man, before the fulfilment of these
mysteries, to fathom how the prophetic images
treating thereof, will be accomplished, The
preachers of the millenial peace have forgot that
the Lord, when speaking thereof, explicitly said:
* Behold, I come as a thief! {Rev, xvi. 15,7)—
As the thief commits theft in secret, and men are
aware of it, but after it bas been done, even =o
has the Lord in our time caused the mysteries
of his appearance to be f{ulfilled in a manner,
that men will but now, afier they have been ex-
posed, learn to understand, that He has indeed
appeared to us for the restoration of His peace on
earth. It has even not been understood, that the
Lord has resolved thus io appear in cur time,
that an apostle is to explain the signs of his ap-
pearance and to fulfill and disclose the mysteries
thereof, though this bas in various ways been
prophesied in many possages of the Holy Writ,
beginning with the first book. And particularly
in the Revelation, The appearance of our Lord
has been taken as material literal, as did the au-
ditors in the synagogue at Capernaum. (John
vi,} His promise that he should give us “ His
flesh for food and his blood for drink.,” And
the Lord on the “white horse,” for the great
battle has been expected to be visible to carnal
eves,

" Now in the fulfillment of the times since the
year 1836-until this hour, so much has beg/ﬁ pre-
pared, that they, who are aware of it, do' confi-
dently expect, that with the end of the year 1846
Christians will be already universally united, in
order to establish on all, the earth the peace of
the Lord, with his extraordinary co-operation
which is firmly to last through thousands of
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years to come, Until now, as the Lord has
predicted, every thing has been in secret, properly
prepared and thus exposed, thar Christians afier
duly beholding the exposition thereof, will uni-
versally co-operate toward the greatpeace. And
she Lord will as he has promised, for the fulfil-
ment of his counsels pour out over them His
spirit in extraordinary fulness,

bis exposition has been given in 8 volumes
of the work, which has appeared first in German,
and is now being transferred into English; uts
general title reads: * Memorable events in the life
of Andreas Bernardus Smolnikar.” For amore
full account of the coatents of each volume, the
foliowing titles have been subjeined ; to volume
first: * A histarical testimony, that Jesas Christ
did prepare the above named professor, and eler-
gywman, for a messenger extraordinary for the
work of unitieg all nzticns in this Chureh, and
Jid comMand him as such, presently to appear
in public.”—To-voluine second :  An Illustration
af the testimony, that the author has publicly ap-
peared as a messenger extraordinary of Chuist,
confirmed by sufficient signs; and explanation
uf the mysteries, which he has at the command
of the divine spirit nlflled for uniting to Chris-
tians of all sects in the one apostolieal Church,
With an appendix on what is antichristian in po-
pery.”—To volume third : ** An exposition of the
pronhecies, by which Christ the Lord hes cone
firmed, that He kas appeared to us for the fulfil-
ment of his promises to restore his kingdom on
all the earth, and to give his peace unto all na-
vions, and with his appearance appointed the au-
thor his messenger extraordinary, or apostle, and
throagh him fulfilled all the mysteries for the
foundation of his peace. With an introduction
for the zasier understandtng of the subsequent
exposition of the prophecics ; and an appendix of
the signs for the assembly in the place, which in
Hebrew is ealled Armegeddon (Rev. xvi. 16.7)
Readers urderstanding German can get ail three
volumes of 1966 pages, back and edges bound in
leather for thvee dollars, in New York, at G.
Sparre’s 479 Pearl-street,—and at H. Ludrig’s 72
Vesey street.  In Bowton, the work can be got at
James B.Dow’'s—362 Washingion-sireet, as also
a pamphlet of 24 pages, both in English and Ger-
man, for ten cents, in which are found more spe-
cial disclosures than T can give in this article, on
this most momentous subject.

After the publication of volume third as many
steps toward the promaulgation of this caunse have
been done by me, as the actual position of things
admitted of, after they, who at the first ought o
have promulgated i, have not done their duty.
Some mechanics are the first, who have duly
comprehended it, and advanced money for the
printing of the work, But there were not means
sufficient for ordering so many copies to be prin-
ted as would have properly supplied the book-
stores in America, and Europe; and-at present
more means are necessary for publishing the
Eupglish translation of the work. Also a paper
has to appear both in English and German, to-
gether with various other things, that the Lord
has resolved to do in our time. ITe has resolv-
ed 1o accomplish # by men with his peculiar as-
sistance, and to this end he hes not until now
ronsed as reany men as were indispensibly nec-
essary for carrying through the press the above
works, and made known the testimonials of his
present appedrance in one language at least.

From the foregoing it is seen, that for the ef-
fectual promotion of this momentous cause, asso-
efation becomes necessary for the purpose of de-
fraying all expenses until they could he reimburs-

ed from the sale of books, ete. Al further par-
ticulars are refeired to private interviews, to
which I do herewith invite to be had atany tine
to visitors, § Carlion place, in ti.c rear of 55 Eli-
ot Street, Boston.

They only are invited who are willing to
promiote the umversal welfare, and able to this
end, to contribute either by advancing something
of their own, as by moving others so to do.

The grace of the Lord be with all, who sin-
cerely desire his peace, and are ready to co-op-
erate in its establishment in all the earth.

ANDREAS BERNARDUS SMOLNIKAR.

77 We are obliged to defer the further notice
of Bre Jone's lectures—and would now correct &
mistake 1n relation to the price, they are 62 cts,
not 75.

Refrze of Beoffers

< There shall eome in the last days, seoffers.”

The {ellowing arsicle was circulated in the
form of a hardkill, the day that Mr. Miller com-
ménced his course of lectures at Cambridde-port,
in the Baptist Church, We have the orighial
haudbill, which was furnished us by a itiend,
who recetved it from an advocute of the doctrine
of ¢ meace and safety.”? Their objects perhaps
were best known ameng themselves. The in-
fidels of Cambridge had too much respect for
themselves to countenance such villany.

Tre Jor MictEr Proeurt.—It is reported of
this Infernal Fool, thathe is to figure on the gul-
lism order, in Cambridgeport, for the especial
benefit of the female sex, proving to a dead cer-
ainty, that no women will go to heaven—as the
Boolt nowhere says fo such effect—but that at
the close of the year 1843, tne shrieks of the we-
men will be of such thundering eftect, that the
moon will turn to blood, the stars fall, and the
sun recede from existence, and the end of the
world come. Joey says he will then be found
on the top of the highest mouniain, sounding a
tin conk-shell to drown hel! of its horrors!

BILLY HIMES, Scribe.

Groton. (Ms.,) July 6, 1840.

Dran Sirx,—Reason and common sense hav-
ing (as it seews) pretty much left thistown, and
wildness of imagination taken its place, I deem
it advisable to have oune of your papers among
the many self styled religious documents which
we daily have imposed on us. The doors of two
meeting houses, out of three (which are within
gunshot of me,) are thrown open day and eve-
ning for the purpose of telling their bugbear
stories,—They say the spirit of God is among
us. From ene day to another, they exclaim 7e-
day is the time or you are forever too late. A
rallying committee, consisting of from ten to
Lwenty, are daily tramping about town, warning
all silly women and others to flee from the wrath
to come and follow Christ,  They tell of Daniel’s
vision, and Miller's vision, etc. The sprinkling
Calvinist and immersing Calvinist amalgamate
for the sake of stirring up the people. The
sprinkler says he does not wish for more than
wwo years to pull down the Unitarians. I Tope
he will do.it, and thern reason ant common sense
will pull Zén down.

There is much division in families in this
place. ‘The husband is one kind of a Christian,

the wife another, aud so oi through the family.
A case bas oceutred, since the pious ranting be-
gan, which is beart rending.  One of our most
industrions aud worthy mechanics married a few
years ago a Calvanist Charch member; butalter
their marriage she conszented to attend the Uni-
tarian meeting with him, and has continued so
to do, untl of late. The rallying committee
have visited her, and through their influence she
has quit her hushand and follows the priest,
much to her hushand’s dissatisfaciion. When
the matter is mentioned to bim, tears iipmedi-
ately flow, and no wonder.—Thereis 2 divisicn
here of a serions nature, and who is the cause of
it? Is the priest the cawvse? Oh! wuoll!
Priesteraft does no injury.— Investigator.

“he following remarks were made by the cd-
itor of the Investigator, on the article from « Zi-
on’s Herald,” found in anocibier column ; relating
to Christians losing the spirit of prayer, &e. Ep.

We hopze it may. When ¢ Christians lose
their desire and their spirit of praver for the con-
version {delusion) of sipners,” they will turn their
attention to something useful. They will then
perceive that the rosi culpable ** sinners” have
been those, who, disregarding reason, common
sense and justice, luxurinted en the hard earn-
ings of the unsospecting, the poor and the indus-
trious. 'We hope we may live to see that tme
—live to know that honest industry is not filched
for the support of clerical drones, pretenders, im-
posters: and to see, overy where, the great
truth acknowledged and acted upon, that mzriT
“makes the Man, and want of it the fellow.”
That would be a real Millenium ; a paradise far
exceeding in happiness and glory all that has
been said or sung of the imaginary Heaven be-
yond the clouds; but priests, ever vigilant anl
active in the cause of superstition, will, 10 the
death, oppose man’s true redemption.

(27 The Editor of the  Signs of the Times’
—the paper in favor of a general ¢ blow up” in
1843-ranks us among the ‘‘scoffers,” Br.
Himes, you may be strong in the faith now, but if
we are not mistaken, vou will bea «scoffer”
your<elf before the end of 1843, Mark the
prophecy of an ingdel '—Jb.

We have * marked” 72, Eb.
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